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FIRE ACADEMY/
BASIC FIREFIGHTER
CA REE R & TE CH NICAL E DU CA TI ON
Firefighters control and put out fires, and respond to emergency
situations where life, property, or the environment is at risk. A
firefighter is a rescuer extensively trained in firefighting, primarily to extinguish hazardous fires that threaten property and civilian or natural populations, and to rescue people from dangerous situations, like collapsed or burning buildings or crashed
vehicles.
In some areas, they are also trained in Emergency Medical
Services (EMS) and operate ambulances in addition to being a
firefighter. When responding to an emergency, firefighters are
responsible for connecting hoses to hydrants, operating the
pumps that power the hoses, climbing ladders, and using other
tools to break through debris. Firefighters also enter burning
buildings to extinguish fires and rescue individuals. Many firefighters are responsible for providing medical attention. When
firefighters are not responding to an emergency, they are on
call at a fire station. During this time, they regularly inspect
equipment and perform practice drills. Some firefighters also
work in hazardous materials units and are specially trained to
control and clean up hazardous materials, such as oil spills and
chemical accidents.
Tasks:
 Drive fire trucks and other emergency vehicles
 Put out fires using water hoses, fire extinguishers, and water
pumps
 Find and rescue victims in burning buildings or other crisis
situations
 Treat sick or injured people
 Prepare written reports on emergency incidents
 Clean and maintain equipment
 Conduct drills and physical fitness training
 Provide public education on fire safety
Work Environment:
When not on the scene of an emergency, firefighters work at
fire stations, where they sleep, eat, and remain on call. When
an alarm sounds, firefighters respond, regardless of the weather or time of day. They often encounter dangerous situations,
including collapsing ﬂoors and walls, traffic accidents, and overexposure to ﬂames and smoke. As a result, workers must wear
protective gear to help lower these risks. Often, the protective
gear can be very heavy and hot. Firefighters typically work long
and varied hours. Most firefighters work 24-hour shifts on duty
and are oﬀ the following 48 or 72 hours.
Salary Data:
National median wage: $49,030 /year (BLS.gov 2017)

Publication funded by the Carl T. Perkins
Vocational and Technical Act of 1998.

CERTIFICATE PLAN

Delivery: Day & Evening Classes
Start: Fall Semester, Full time
Location: Abilene

Application to Program Procedure:
 Complete the Cisco College application.
 Have all official transcripts sent to Cisco
College Admissions Office.
 Fill out the FAFSA (Free Application for
Federal Student Aid).
 Complete a Fire Academy Application and
return it by May 1st for Fall Semester
entry.
 Participate in student advisement with
Fire Academy Chair prior to applying to
the Program.

Selection criteria are as follows:







Application procedures completed in a
timely manner.
Strong GPA; Any additional academic,
occupational/allied health, or science related courses taken and passed with a “C”
or better are viewed favorably.
Formal interview with a panel, including
but not limited to the Program Director/
Chair/ Dean and other fire professionals.
Passing performance in the Agility Test.

The Fire Academy is a very strenuous program
requiring full commitment & attention.

A limited number of applicants are accepted
into the program; as a result, the selection
process is taken very seriously.

(Full-Time Students Only)

FIRE ACADEMY
Basic Firefighter- Level I Certification
FIRST SEMESTER (Fall)

SECOND SEMESTER (Spring)

Held at Texas State Technical College

Held at Cisco College

EMSP 2237 Emergency Procedures

2

FIRS 1301 Firefighter Cert I

3

EMSP 1261 Clinical-EMT

2

FIRS 1407 Firefighter Cert II

4

EMSP 1501 Emerg Med Tech- Basic

5

FIRS 1313 Firefighter Cert III

3

TOTAL HRS 9

TOTAL HRS 10

THIRD SEMESTER (Summer)
Held at Cisco College
FIRS 1319 Firefighter Cert IV

3

FIRS 1323 Firefighter Cert V

3

FIRS 1329 Firefighter Cert VI

3

FIRS 1433 Firefighter Cert VII

4

TOTAL HRS 13

The Fire Academy is a comprehensive, one year program designed to
establish information, education and skills necessary to work in a fire
department. General knowledge and skills topics include; fire department communications; rescue operations; fire prevention, preparedness, and maintenance.
Students should be prepared to participate in outdoor classroom instruction and activities which require demonstrations of firefighter
skills and training that is physically demanding. Evening & weekend
assignments are required. Both written and performance skills are
necessary for evaluation/testing.
Successful completion of the program is mandatory in order to take the
exam for the Texas Firefighter Certification.
*EMSP (Emergency Medical Services Professional) Training is oﬀered at
TSTC in the First Semester. Clinical learning environments are provided
to gain on-the-job experience in hospitals and with various ambulance
services. Instructional emphasis is on medical procedures required to
assess and treat victims at the scene and en route to the hospital.

